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uerto Quito is a small town
in the North West of Ecuador, South America. Located
on the Northern Hemisphere the equator only a stone throw
away. With its 3000 inhabitants
Puerto Quito is the capital of
the “Cantón Puerto Quito”,
which was founded in 1996 and
has a lot in store. Puerto Quito

is waiting for you with its warm
and welcoming flair, a unique
spirit you can only find in Latin
America. It invites you to explore quiet and peaceful nature, relax and enjoy the warm
tropical climate, go on hiking or
rafting tours or to feel the Latin
Rhythm in one of Puerto Quito’s
dance clubs.
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cuador – general information

Capital City: Quito
Largest City: Guyaquil
Population: 13,810,000 (2007)
Government: Presidential Republic
Independence: 24th of May 1822
Official Language: Spanish
Population Density: 53.8/km²
Area: 256,370 km²
Currency: US Dollar
Time Zone: TLD (GMT – 5h)
Internet TLD: .ec
Calling Code: +593
For further information check www.vivecuador.com.
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ue to its geography Ecuador is one of the most diverse countries in the world.
From the glacier summits of the
Andes’ tallest volcanoes Chimborazo and Cotopaxi down to
the tropical pacific coast on
the West or the Amazon rain
forest on the East, Ecuador offers extremely different climatic
regions on little room. The three
regions “Oriente” (The East), “Sierra” (the Highlands) and “Costa” (the Coast) are concluded by a fourth region - about
1000km off the pacific shore
the Galapagos Islands offer a
unique flora and fauna, found
only once on the planet.
Headed west from Quito in between Costa and Sierra a small
deep green patch can be
found on the satellite picture,
a fifth region that has not been
given a name yet. An extremely fertile region spreads from
about 2000m of altitude down
to the Andes’ feet that neither
belongs to the dry coast nor to
the cold highlands. In middle
this super diverse oasis a small
and quite village by the name
of Puerto Quito is waiting for
the curious traveler to be discovered.
In between the last of the Andes’ smooth hills and daffodils
the area amazes the visitor with

its natural beauty and a stunning variety in plants and animals. On an altitude of around
150 Meters above sea level in
the humid tropical climate,
evolution has found excellent
conditions to develop plants
to their full potential. Therefore
this region is considered to be
one of the areas with the highest biodiversity on the planet.
The rich green and the sheer
size of plants and leaves will
amaze you. Puerto Quito marks
the southern border of the so
called “Chocó”, an extremely
fertile region that reaches up
to Mid Columbia.
Ecotourism has recently been
discovered as a lucrative business, which also helps a great
deal in preserving and protecting the natural resources from
destruction. Tropical primary
forest will amaze you with its
unique flair, so the vast variety
of fruits and flowers. A Coconut palm grows right next to a
Mango tree, pineapples are
cultivated just on the other
side of the road of a Maracuya
plantation. Oranges, banana,
lemon, papaya, passion fruit,
cacao, coffee, to only name
a few examples, can all been
found, as fresh as it gets. More
exotic fruits and plants, with
strange shapes and vivid colors
are also waiting to be tasted.
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hat to do?

Be certain that during your stay
in Puerto Quito you will not be
bored. Puerto Quito has something in store for every taste. You
are welcome to explore waterfalls, tropical forests, farms and
gardens with their uncountable
amount of flowers, fruits and

birds. You can also enjoy your
day in the hammock reading
books, forgetting everything
about grey European winters.
Or let a local guide take you
on an adventurous tubing trip,
down one of the region’s numerous rivers

Farms/Gardens/Forests to visit:
“Finca Ecologica de Frutas Don Emilio” is one of the farms that offer an amazing variety of fruits and native plants. 60 hectares of
dense tropical forest are bordered by the “River Silanche” which
invites you to take a bath in its pure, clean water. Talk a walk
around the forest, let Don Emilio guide your way, telling you everything you ever wanted to know about the fruits and herbs you
might never have seen before.
Reservation with Don Emilio Vera: +593 2 2156 039
Jardin Tropical “El Jardín” also offers a vast variety of fruits, flowers
and plants. The guided tour of the farm includes the manufacturing of some fresh hand made chocolate and manually laboured
souvenirs.
Reservation with Luis:
“Finca Ecologica Raul Nieto” is one of the few farms that are
close to the village that still have untouched primary rain forest.
Raul Nieto is an American Biologists who, in case he is in town,
also offers guided tours around the forest.
Reservations with Raul Nieto: +593 (0) 9 4784 992
Waterfalls to visit:
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Tours to go on:
Expedition to the Reserve “Machichindul”: If you are looking for
a real jungle adventure this might just be what you have been
searching. In a small group, accompanied by two local guides
you will go on a ten-day-trip making your way through real primary rain forest. Hiking on small muddy foot paths or canoeing
on one of the numerous streams you will see authentic tropical
wildlife, including monkeys and an uncountable number of tropical birds and animals. The nights you will stay in indigenous communities getting to know some of the few tribes that still live in
the middle of the jungle. The tour begins in the Reserve Machi
Chindul and brings the adventurous participants to Mompiche,
a quite fisher village on a wide pacific sand beach, giving the
chance to relax a few days in the warm summer sun before you
return to Puerto Quito.
Reservations and Information with Darwin Hoyos: +59 9 7960 227

Volunteer Project “Fincas Tropicales”: Recently a number of
members have founded the organization “Fincas Tropicales”,
offering teenagers and adults to live a certain time period on
one of the farms and at the same time work in one of the volunteer projects. The volunteers help on the farms, learn about the
tropical vegetation and are integrated in the Ecuadorian host
family. In the year 2006 “Fincas Tropicales” in Cooperation with
the German Foundation “Experiment e.V.” has also obtained the
official accreditation as a German Civil Service Project abroad
(ADiA, Anderer Dienst im Ausland). This one-year-lasting project
includes the work in local schools and high schools as a teacher.
Furthermore the participants collaborate in a number of social or
environmental projects, have recently reforested a considerable
amount of trees, renovated a school, collaborated in the local
newspaper and designed this very homepage.
For further information contact Edwin Bustamante:
edwinbustamante@yahoo.com
55555555
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ow to get?

From Europe two airlines offer
direct flights to Quito. KLM flies
six days a week from Amsterdam, Iberia daily from Madrid.

can be found in the “Avenida
Colón” and the “Avenida 9 de
Octubre”. There are regular
turns to Esmeraldas and Atacames which both pass Puerto
Puerto Quito can comfortably Quito. There are about ten to
be reached by bus. From the twelve turns a day. The one
country’s capital city Quito, way ticket from Quito to Puerto
Puerto Quito is only a four hour Quito costs 4 $ per person.
bus ride away. We recommend
using the bus company “Trans For further information also visit
Esmeraldas”, which offers good the homepage:
comfort, service and safety
standards. The main Trans Es- www.transesmeraldas.com.
meraldas bus terminal in Quito
aq

When is the best time to come?
Due its location close to the Equator the climatic changes
throughout the year are considerably low. There is no for seasons
as in Europe or North America. Nonetheless the months from December to April are considered winter, the months from May to
November are considered summer. Summers are very dry, winters quite rainy, while it mostly rains at night time. For the majority
of the activities the region offers both seasons good conditions.
What do I need to bring?
Bring what you would bring to every summer holiday. Do not
forge the sun blocker, tropical midday sun is considerably strong.
You should also bring mosquito repellent, pants and long sleeved
shorts. Before your trip you should talk to your doctor about what
protection shots are recommended for a journey to the tropical
rain forest.
Do I need to know Spanish?

6.

Not necessarily, but it definitely helps. Generally locals know little
English but will always try to communicate with you in the best
possible way. Ecuador is a popular destination among Spanish
students from around the globe, known for a clear good Spanish
that is spoken in most parts of the country.
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“Un aporte al turismo” Fincas Tropicales 2008. Lukas v. Rantzau
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